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BY ABBY SHORTALL

We all worry about life after
high school. Whether you will
attend college or have other
plans, the final decision requires
a lot of thought and
consideration. Either way, the
general consensus on the most
important factor going towards
this decision is your own
happiness, followed by
considerations of cost and
money. 

Thirty-eight senior students filled
out a poll about their own plans
after high school. Of the 38
students, 30 said that they did
plan to attend college, while  

the other 8 have different plans.
(See graphs on next page for
more detailed survey results.)

Amongst those respondents who
did plan to go to college, there
were a wide variety of majors
and colleges selected. When
asked what factors went into
their college decision, responses
included: cost, experience,
setting, distance, atmosphere,
ability to study from home,
transportation, graduation rates,
resources and job opportunities
in the area, sports, academics,
campus life, safety, ethics, long
run, and more. The biggest
factors for many people,
however, were cost and
distance (unsurprisingly).
Whether you want to go to a
college far or close, a college in
an urban or rural area, a
prestigious ivy league or a
normal college is up to you;
however, cost is based on many
factors and varies by college. 
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You can offset some college
costs by applying for colleges
as early as your freshman year
of high school, as well as
applying to cheaper schools or
schools that hand out more
scholarships based on
academics and extracurricular
history. 

Academic programs offered is a
large factor for many students
as well. You can look at specific
majors on websites like
niche.com which will provide a
full list of all American colleges
and majors based on the quality
of the college and the major
you are interested in; however,
you can also perform a quick
Google search to find lists from
other accredited websites. 

Campus offerings is a factor
that heavily depends on your
own personal preferences when
it comes to housing, dining, and
atmosphere. I also used
niche.com for this aspect of my
own college search as they
provide ratings on all colleges
for party life, dining, athletics
and more. 

For those not looking to attend
college, respondents said that
they were mostly influenced by
those around them, their own
passions, money, and ambitions.
While I will be going to college, I
believe that there is a stigma
around not going to college
that can be difficult to grapple
with for those about to
graduate high school. Whether
you want to attend college, join
the military, and enter the
workforce, your decision should
be focused on your own
passions. And money because
that is also extremely important.

If you are planning on attending
college, applying for
scholarships is one of the most
daunting parts of the process. 
 Many survey respondents
characterized it as particularly
confusing and stressful.  
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Here are some tips to help you
locate possible sholarships. If you
are going into sports or STEM, Mr.
Gray has sent out However if you
are not going into any of these
fields, you can go on the RSHS
website under guidance for help
searching for scholarships. There
are some organization-based
scholarships, as well as
scholarships through CCST.

Survey respondents also reported
that they also used websites like   
bold.org to learn more about 

scholarship opportunities;
however, I cannot personally
speak to the merits of this
particular website. 

 Lastly, there are college-based
merit scholarships that are
particularly helpful. These
scholarships are usually awarded
automatically with your
acceptance or they may require
separate applications. Be sure to
consult each college's website for
specific scholarship information. 

College selections of survey respondents who plan to attend college. 

Future plans of survey respondents who do not plan to attend college. 

(Continued Next Page)



“Do not wait until your senior year to start the process of looking
for colleges. Start looking into colleges and scholarships as
soon as you can, even if you have no clue what you want to do;
and use the guidance office to your advantage!...They can
definitely help with decision making, and help you learn things
about the college application process you wouldn’t have
learned otherwise.”

“JUST APPLY....It won’t hurt you, and it honestly isn’t nearly as
hard as you’d think to get accepted. Do the rest of your life a
favor and seriously consider college.”

“You’re not going to figure out your whole college plan as soon
as you start looking into college. Your plans might change and
that’s okay. Take time doing some research on colleges and see
what you like and don’t like. Yet at the end of the day, try to
make a decision you will be happy with.” 

“It’s okay to be undecided but it’s great to have an idea of what
you want to do. Going in blindly may lead to poor decisions or
more stress. But in the end, you’ve got this, don’t worry.”

“Please don’t assume college is the smartest and only path to
your successful future.”

“Do what makes sense for you. I know the narrative is for
everyone to go to college, but if that’s not for you, then it’s not
for you.”

“In the most simple way, go with your gut feeling. Do not base a
career off of money, pick what brings you joy and makes you
happy. ”

And finally, survey participants were asked to pass along their best
advice for underclassmen when it comes to planning for the future
beyond high school. Here are some highlights of what they had to
say:

 

In the US, e-bike motors are permitted to provide power

assistance up to 28 mph, though riders may exceed that

speed through further effort or coasting downhill. 

Globally, the most popular countries for e-biking are

China, Germany, Spain and Denmark, respectively.

Generally, e-bikes will range in cost from a low of $600 to

over $8000.
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By Ben Bagrowski

By Steven Holbrook

Electric bikes or “e-bikes” for
short, have become
increasingly popular in the
past several years, but what is
an e-bike you may ask?
Electric bicycles are similar to
ordinary bicycles. You can
pedal, brake, skid, do tricks or
just ride casually; they just
have electronic features that
can aid your efforts when
needed.  

So, why all the fuss about
electric bikes? Well, the Rising
Sun area is unfortunately a
pretty hilly area, so biking
along the roads can be a
difficult task. Electric bikes
can assist the cyclist to power
up steep hills while
prolonging the onset of or
even preventing fatigue! The
handlebars are equipped with
a throttle, which can be used
to control the speed and
power of the motor, or it can
be configured to pedal assist
mode. Pedal assist means
that as you start to bike up a
hill, as you slow down due to
the hill’s natural incline, the
motor powers on to match
the speed you should be
going on a flat surface.
Electric bikes are great for
both recreation and
transportation, so why not
give them a try? 

 



By Caroline Kuchta

There is one thing that all students have in common: a hatred for the school
staircases, specifically the amount of physical exertion it requires compared to the
stairs at home. One Rising Sun High School Junior, Hayden Brooks, said “I trip up the
stairs a lot because they’re so steep.” Another student said, “The stairs are literally
so exhausting, and for what?” It has been a well-documented phenomenon that
school stairs cause students to breathe heavier and show up to class unusually tired,
but is this just a coincidence?

I think not.

I have run a series of tests, comparing several staircases to the main public enemy
in RSHS: Staircase 2, otherwise known as the staircase that starts in the lobby and
dumps you out by the French and Psychology classrooms. 

The first thing I did was measure the stairs by its rise and run. The run, or length of
the stairs at the top was pretty consistent, and all of them were about 11 inches (or
only a millimeter off). The rise, however, varied by half an inch in either way. Most
were 7 inches tall, but quite a few were closer to 6 or 6.5. 

OSHA standards require that school stairs have a maximum height of 7 inches, so
while the school stairs pass this code, it doesn’t pass another unofficial standard. A
good rule of thumb is that when you add the rise and run of stairs, it should equal 18
inches. While 11 + 7 does equal 18, if you take into account the steps that are 6
inches, it throws off the whole balance. Fine Homebuilding says that this could
cause strides that are too small for most people, and when stairs are taken in quick
succession (like they usually are) one false move could mess up the rest of the
climb.

This inconsistency may be the reason that the school stairs are so hated, but it can
also be chalked up to the fact that students are pressured to go up the stairs faster
than at home, whether they realize it or not. Although, I often go up the school
stairs as slowly as humanly possible, and even then, I am breathing heavily for the
rest of class changes. 

Another possible explanation can be something called “exertional intolerance.” This
is when your body hasn’t warmed up properly, your heart rate is slow, and your
muscles are cold. When you suddenly jump onto the school stairs, it creates a shock
to your body.

But then again, I’m not usually stepping onto the stairs at home after running a
marathon, and I’m perfectly fine then. 

I’m no stair expert, but my conclusion is that since the stairs are varied in height, you
raise your foot higher than necessary and then stomp back down, making all of your
actions exaggerated. Until then, the stairs will be coated in a trail of students'
blood, sweat, and tears. 
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“The education system is a system in an engagement crisis.” 

Scott Hebert is a high school biology teacher in Alberta, Canada, who saw this crisis for the
first time after switching from an elementary school classroom to a high school classroom.
He noticed his high school students were much less engaged and interested in the subject
being taught than the elementary students and - being the great teacher he is -
investigated the issue. Scott asked his students about their engagement and interest in the
subject, stating that, “the biggest untapped resource in education is the students,” and
among all of the responses, 3 stood out as the most common.

1: School is repetitive and boring.

Among the many responses Scott received, an all-too-common answer was that school is
boring and repetitive. Students believe they are not given enough reason to care about
what is being taught! They are told to write something down and memorize it and they will
get a good grade. School is meant to be fun and dynamic, not boring and static, otherwise
students will lose interest and passion in what they are doing. As researcher Brené Brown
said, “If we want to reignite innovation and passion, we have to rehumanize work.” To take
interest in any subject, students need a change from the regular and robotic flow of school.

2: Students have no choice in what they do in school.

Besides the choices in relation to what class to take, students have no options in a
traditional classroom environment. Students are too often given zero choice in projects
completed in class, and are told they must follow a very specific rubric and do a certain
type of project using a specific format, with no regards to any ideas the students may have.
Author Daniel H. Pink once said, “Control leads to compliance; autonomy leads to
engagement.” If students were trusted more to complete a project of their liking, they may
take more interest in it, and be more creative and innovative in its creation, which are two
traits that today’s world can not get enough of. 

3: Students can not learn in a way they enjoy, or feel fit for themselves.

Every person has their own passions. School, ironically, does not often allow that passion
and creativity to show. In a place that is meant to set a student up to follow their passion
after graduation, it is peculiar that the students can not follow, practice, or find their
passions during their time in school. Of course there are exceptions to this such as the Cecil
County School of Technology, but if this phrase were used to describe typical core-subject
classrooms, it would likely be very true. 

However, there are many teachers who have negated this sense of boredom and staleness,
like Scott Hebert, by creating a classroom and assignments that embraces every students’
abilities and interests. 

How would it be possible to eliminate this engagement crisis?

Although it may seem impossible to eliminate the crisis at hand, considering we have been
utilizing the same education system since about 1837, except a few superficial changes,
there is actually a very simple and cheap solution to cater to all students’ educational
needs, raise graduation rates, and even better the world of education as a whole:
Gamification. 

BY STEVEN HOLBROOK
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By Cayden Barksdale
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Gamification has been used in many fields since the beginning of time, but was not given a
definition until 2002, when British computer programmer Nick Pelling coined the term.
Gamification is defined as, “the application of game design elements to non-game contexts,” and
is used in many offices for work, marketing, classrooms, and even in daily life around the globe.
Scott Hebert, having roots in elementary physical education, deeply enjoyed having fun in the
classroom, and believed that the same pro-learning attitude could be harnessed in any
environment by combining fun and work. If he could get students as dedicated to science as they
are to play, Scott would have successfully eliminated the engagement crisis in his classroom, and
that is exactly what he did. In 2015, Scott created The Fight for Scientia Terra, “Scientia Terra”
being Latin for Science Land. This was a year-long game of exploration and discovery in
applications to Biology, and it kept the students engaged and learning not because they felt
forced or were scared of bad grades, but because they enjoyed discovering and solving the
countless challenges in Science Land to eventually save the mythical place.

Of course, this is only a singular example of the possible applications of gamification. Other
possible uses include leaderboards, experience points, levels and leveling up, “bosses” or
challenges, progress indicators, and more to be discussed in a part two of the series, as there is far
too much to discuss on the topic in a single article. 

Stay tuned for Part Two of Gamifying Education in our next issue.
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By Abby Shortall

Festival of Words is a group of teachers and librarians who advocate for and
encourage a love of reading and writing by introducing young adults to diverse
authors and ideas. Recently, on March 31st, 2022, Festival of Words sponsored a
virtual author event with Jasmine Warga, the author of Other Words For Home.
Fifteen students attended a viewing party of the virtual event in the library after
the school day where they enjoyed pastries, sandwiches, teas and hot cocoa, as
well as other delicious foods. Every attendee selected a free copy of one of
Warga’s books: Other Words For Home, The Shape of Thunder, My Heart and
Other Black Holes, or Here We Are Now. The topics we discussed are listed below
which included many insightful and interesting topics covering not only Warga’s
own books but also her life and writing processes.
 
The novel the discussion focused on was Other Words For Home published in
2019. The novel is a verse novel that covers the journey the main character, Jude,
takes from her home in Syria to come to the United States and start a new life
away from her war-torn country. The novel covers not only Jude’s struggles, but
also the struggles of her family and her American immigrant uncle and his family.
The use of these many perspectives allowed Warga to develop the themes and
tone towards the concept of home, as well as develop what she calls the
empathetic imagination in her own writing process. 

Warga began by describing her own background as a child of Middle Eastern
immigrants. She described her experience with her own parents and
grandparents reading to her as a child and telling her stories of their home
country. She struggled to read phonetically as a child but still loved being read to
which blossomed into her love for storytelling.  She learned the term “author” in
first grade and was immediately fascinated by the term even though her parents
hoped she would have become a doctor instead. 
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She believes that “stories are for sharing and talking about,” so, in her middle school years, she
read a lot and enjoyed reading aloud most of all. She grew up in Ohio and was the only non-
white student in her school. She was constantly bullied for being a child of immigrants but didn’t
know how to respond to the racism presented to her with questions such as “Where are you
really from?” She searched for representation in books, but struggled to find it as she was
growing up. After 9/11, she came home to see her father crying and remembered the changing
perspectives on her heritage and culture from those around her. After the events of 9/11, she
remembered being told about her heritage from people who had never been to her home
country. From her own experiences, she has developed her own concept of home that she
wanted to share in her novel Other Words For Home - that “home is always changing.” 

This event was a wonderful opportunity for aspiring writers and readers alike to learn more about
both Jasmine Warga’s novels, but also about her writing process. Festival of Words is a fantastic
organization that was in charge of sponsoring and holding this event and will have similar events
in the future. They typically hold the yearly in person festival of words with multiple authors and
events that allow high school students to learn more about their favorite authors. We can not
thank them enough for sponsoring this event and allowing us to attend their events for many
years.

Other Library Happenings

The library will be running extended hours after school on Tuesdays from now until the end of the
year. During this time, you can play video games, draw, play guitar, and more. It's also a great
time to catch up with friends and or to just hang out after school. The library will be open until
4:30 pm. You can stay as long as you would like, but you must be respectful of any other library
happenings, other students, as well as library equipment, even if you are outside of the typical
school hours. You will need to provide your own transportation home.

On Tuesday, May 10th the Harry Potter After School event will offer a variety of crafts and other
fun activities based on the popular Harry Potter book series and movies. This FREE event will be
held in the media center after school from 2:30 to 4:30. 

Another author visit, this time with Sabaa Tahir, is scheduled for May 16th from 2:30 to 4:30 pm
in the media center. This event is FREE and attendees will have the opportunity to take home a
FREE book. There will also be a coffee and tea bar, as well as cookies and other sweets for all.
Sabaa Tahir will be discussing her new book, All My Rage. 

And finally, Open Mic Night Live will be held on Friday, May 20th from 5 to 8pm in the cafeteria.
You will be able to watch live musical, comedy, and poetry performances for FREE. Concessions
such as coffee, tea, sodas, water, pizza, and desserts will be available for purchase. This is the
first live open mic night in over 3 years and we are thrilled to have everything back up and
running! 

Please email our media specialist, Mrs. Dyar, at kdyar@ccps.org if you have any questions. 
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In our last issue, we let you know about the new creative writing area in the media center
and we helped spread the word about the first creative writting challenge.  Participants
were asked to write an original fictional story that was EXACTLY one hundred words - no
more, no less - with a one-word title (hence the Fiction 101 name). Please check out the
entries below and vote for your favorite using the link at the bottom of the page. Winners
will receive a $25 Amazon gift certificate. 

Entry 1 - Eyes by Sarah Wray 

As usual, I smooth the wrinkles in my mask, practicing a smile in the mirror.
I was used to the look of a mask over the curves of my cheeks and jawline;
It hid my smile,
Muffled my voice,
And somehow managed to make my nose larger than it was.
But it did something miraculous.
It heightened something I forgot were so beautiful:
Eyes.
Quick glances, lingering stares,
Full of emotion,
And pure passion.
Everything, communicated even with a mask.
Sure, masks cover so much,
But not our eyes.
Their beauty reigns with or without one.
Life still goes on.

Entry 2 - Hey by Caleb Simon

It had been years since I'd seen her. Today was the day I'd finally get to see my best
friend. Today, the day she'd return from college. I remembered that she told me to meet
her at the cafe, so I got dressed and ran to the car. On the way there I couldn't help but
think, what would I say? It was a 12-minute drive that felt like an hour. I made it and she
was sitting at the table. I felt like I was floating as I walked in. We sat there until I broke
the silence, "hey."

Entry 3 - Unreality by Cayden Barksdale

He wrote to me about his thoughts.
They were not of history, or the present, not even of reality, but of another universe.
He imagines odd images of planets with blue trees and red grass, Earth with seven moons
and two suns.
This fiction, this unreality he created, is far from truthful.
But he believes it must exist, simply because it was born of his mind, and he exists. 
What a shame; another brilliant mind wasted on imagination.
The psychosis is incurable, as well.
So if an individual like him can fall victim…
Who knows what that means for humanity?

Please VOTE HERE for your favorite entry. Deadline for voting is Friday, April 29.  
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https://bit.ly/RSHScontest


And here is the next challenge...

Creative Writing Challenge #2 - The "Spring Acrostic Challenge" 

Write a six-line acrostic poem about an aspect of spring, each line
starting with a letter in the word "S-P-R-I-N-G".  For example:

                                Softly comes the rain
                                Pitter-pattering against my windowpane
                                Rivulets of water rolling down
                                Inching closer and closer to the ground
                               Newly dampening the seeds set to grow
                               Giving life to all that we see

Your poem DOES NOT need to rhyme. All poems must be school
appropriate. Deadline for entry is Friday, May 20th. Submissions will be
published in the next Tiger Times issue, along with a voting form. The
winning writer will receive a $25 Amazon gift certificate. See Mrs. Dyar in
the media center to submit your entry. 

Good luck!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.
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